
Support ing Neurology Residents through 
their  Graduat ion and Beyond



What is the prepOSCE Program all about?



Background

• >70% report that training programs 
exceed 60h/wk

• >50% experience symptoms of burnout

• Medical residents have very little time to 
prepare for their exam

Canadian Residency Training*

*Resident Doctors of Canada (RDoC).  (2018).  2018 National Resident Survey [pdf].  Retrieved from https://residentdoctors.ca/publications/national-resident-survey/nrs-2018/

Royal College Examination

Written 
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Objective Structured Clinical 

Examination (OSCE)

Components

Residents lack confidence in their practical abilities 
to complete the Examination

No comprehensive neurology review program exists 
to help them prepare

Canadian neurology residents would benefit from a virtual practice OSCE session to prepare them for the Royal College Examination. 

https://residentdoctors.ca/publications/national-resident-survey/nrs-2018/


We will mimic a Resident’s experience of a LIVE OSCE, virtually
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Source: Format of the Comprehensive Objective Examination in Neurology (Adult and Pediatric), www.royalcollege.ca

Each station is built on a case scenario and will have an evaluator
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Example Station

Evaluator: 

Mediate between the patient and the examinee. All 
questions directed at the patient are answered by 
the evaluator

Evaluation Checklist to mark the examinee
Tool: A buzzer to mark the end of the Station

History of present complaint:  Ms. Walker, 40 year 
old female, presents to the clinic with a chief 
complaint of “my legs are giving out.”  Patient states 
that during the past week, her legs became weak 
twice which caused her to fall on the elevator 
yesterday and she also fell at home today. She is still 
experiencing weakness in the clinic. Patient states 
that her feet are also numb and it feels like she is 
"walking on cotton." She states that she has had 
similar symptoms during the past three years (about 
every 6 months) and each episode gradually resolved 
over several weeks. She denies any seizure activity or 
any recent medical illnesses, back or neck trauma. 
About 5 years prior to episodes of falling, she 
noticed that she was getting blurred vision in one 
eye that was getting worse with each passing day. 
The blurring "maxed out" in about a week, but never 
progressed to complete blindness. 

CTC, Administrator

Prof. Lucy Milner, Evaluator Eric Watson, Resident



When do we conduct the prepOSCE sessions?



https://www.royalcollege.ca/rcsite/credentials-exams/exams-dates-locations-e#spring

We are aiming at the last week of April/ early May

The OSCE component of the Royal College examination is scheduled for May 26, 2021

https://www.royalcollege.ca/rcsite/credentials-exams/exams-dates-locations-e#spring


Dates Sessions Dr A Dr B Dr C Dr D Dr E Dr F Dr G Dr H Dr I Dr J Dr K Dr L Dr M Dr N

Can we Run a 

prepOSCE 

Session?

29-Apr 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

5pm to 8pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

30-Apr 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

5pm to 8pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

06-May 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 NO

5pm to 8pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

07-May 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

5pm to 8pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

13-May 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

5pm to 8pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

14-May 9am to 12pm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 YES

4 4 5 5 5 5 6 6 5 5 5 5 5 6

12 12 15 15 15 15 18 18 15 15 15 15 15 18

1,800$          1,800$          2,250$          2,250$          2,250$          2,250$          2,700$          2,700$          2,250$          2,250$          2,250$          2,250$          2,250$          2,700$          

What is your availability like?

Number of Sessions Signed 

up for

Time commitment for 

Evaluation

Honorarium earned

We will plan for ~10 prepOSCE Sessions from late April to Mid-May

• In order to reach 72 Residents, we will need to conduct 10 prepOSCE sessions
• A session can be conducted only if 7 Evaluators are available at the same time
• You can share your availability for multiple sessions



How do we conduct a prepOSCE Station?



Using Patient Case Scenarios and Evaluation forms
• We need 7 scenarios created, one for each station
• Each scenario is a detailed patient case, with an evaluation form
• The honorarium for writing a patient case scenario (case + evaluation form) is $1,200


